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VcrsuB

SHAIK MAHIBULLA SHARIEF

....R..po!dc!q.l

JUDOXETT

L. rA(IEAWA'RA IIAO. J.

Laave gant€d.

The Appellants wete directed by the Andhra Pradesh

Administrative Tlibunal at Hyddabad (hcreiffJter rsferred to

as the '?hhrndlJ to considcr the R€spondent fo. appointment

ffito thc post of Languaee Psndit (Ielugul crade-Il The High

court confimcd the said direction by dismissinS the writ

Petition filcd hy th€ Appelants. Thc App€llanb hare fiIed

crvn APpFAI No.3O94 of2or7



this Appeal challenging the corectncss of the judsment of

the High Court.

2. The Appelldt-State issued

recruitment of teachers in covmment schools. The

Respondent applied for the post of Languase pandit (Telueu).

He padicipated iD rhe selection process dd secured rank

No. I I 95. His nartre was included in tte plovisional selection

list of Laneuage Pandit (Telugul cradell under t}le B.C. (E)

quota for East Godavari District. There were five posrs

earmarked for B.C.(E) category. The Respondent was one of

tllo candidates selected in the said category. As t}le

Respondent was not sclected and appointed, he approached

th€ AndlM Pradesh Administlative Tribunal by filing O.A.

No.1o25o of 2012. An interirn order was passed by the

Tribunal on 26.12.2012 by which the Appellants vere

directcd to consider the case of thc Respondent for

appointment as t€nsuaSe Pandit (Telugu).

3. Tbe Respondedt passed BA with History, Economics

and Political Science in the year lSga and B.Ed. with Telugu

and Social Studies as methodolog/ subj€cts in the yed 2005.

He slso passed BA in Telusu literature as a single subject

from D.. B.R. Ambedkd Open University, Hyderabad in the



yed 2oo7. He elso completcd MA in TeluSu in distanc€

mode frch Dr. B.R. Aitbedkar OP€r Universitv in the yed

2013. The Appellants contended before the Tribunel that the

Respondcnt was flot etigibte for apPointnent as he did not

pos*ss the requisite educational qualincations The

Appellants relied uPon th. Andhra Predesh Direct

Recmitment for the Post of Teachers (Scheme of Selection)

Rules, 2012. Accordine to Rule 4 (2) (iii) {a} of the said Rules,

the quarification Prescribcd for the post of LanguaAe Pandit

(Telugu) is as fouows:

(Must possess a Bach€lor's Degree with Telugu as
the main subject or one of the three equal optional
subjccts or Bachelor's Degree in Oriental Langua8e
in Tclugu (BoL) or its cquivalent or a Post craduate
Degre€ id Telugu ajld B.Ed with Telugu 6
methodolory or Tclugu Pedit Training or its

4. The Tribunal held that the Respondent possessed B.Ed

degree with Telugu and Social Studies as methodolog'

subjects and BA in Telugu litcrature s singl€ subject from

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University. Accordlng to the

Tribunal, th€ Respondent {'as eugible for being considcred

for appointment as r.angusge Psfldit {Tclusu) as the Rdes

did not disquarify a degr.€ from Dr. B.R Ambeallar oPen

University. on the basis of the said findings, the Tribunal



directed the Appellants to

Respondcnt for appointmert to

(Tetusu) Grade II.

consider tlle case oI the

the post of linguage Pandit

5. The Appellants challms.d the judgmenr or $e Tribunal

by filn'c by tne Highoy nmg a wru

Court by its judement dated 22.04.2016. The High cout

approved the judsmcnt of the Tribunal on the around thar

the Respondent posaessd a degree exclusively in Telugu

literatE ad it cmnot b€ said that he was not qualified

when a person who possessed a degree in Oliental Language

in Telusu was qualified. The Hieh Coun ale found tauh

with the Govemment in not seeking the opinion of Dr. B.R.

Anbedkar Open Univercity wh st determining the

equivalence of the dcgree g.&tcd by it. The High Court also

held that the Tribunal had conecdy interpreted thc Rules.

The correctness or t}lejudgment of the High cour is assailed

in this appeal.

6. The appointmcnt to th€ post of I,8iguage Pandit

{Telusu) is govemed by the Andhra

Recruitmcnt for th€ post of Teachers (Scheme of Sclcction)

Rutes, 2012. Rulc a(2) (iii) (a) contemplates that the

educational qualifications for appointment to the above post

is a bachelor's degr€e in TeluSu as main subject or one oI the
4



three equ€l optional subjects or bachelor's degree in oriental

leguage in Telugu, (BOL) or its equiv€lent or a Post graduate

degree in Tclugu and B.Ed. with Telugu as methodologi or

T€lugu Pandit Training or its equivalent. Th€ Respond€nt

passed BA with History, Economics and Political Sci€nce and

holds a bachelors dcgree in Telugu as a single subject from

Dr. B.R. Amb€dksr Open Univdsitv. He also has B.Ed with

Telugu as methodolory. The question that arises for

considelation in this cas€ is {'hether the said bachelor's

degree in Telugu literature as a single subject from Dr' B.R.

Amb€dkar open University is equivslent to a bachelor's

degree with Telugu from other Univcrsiti€s. Reliencc is

placed by Ms.Prema Singh, counsel for the App€lant-State

on memo No.I8103/Ser.VI-1/2005 dated 03.10.200s issued

by the Govement of Andhra Pradesh. The said memo

pcrtains to a qualilication issued with regard to transfcr of

teachers/oficers and ationalisation of schools in tespect of

single subject certincate course of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar open

University. As per pda 7 of the said memo, the cedificate

issued by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University after

codpletion of a sinsle subject coutsc was not a degree and

that the siDele subject ccrtificate holders of D! 8.R.



Ambedkar. Open Uni!€rsity were not eligible fo. promotion to

the post of School Assistait. As rhe deg.ee possessed by the

Respond€nt was not .quivalenr to a degrec lrom the other

Universities as prescribed by the Rul€s, the CorEsel for thc

Appelldt-State submittcd that the Respondent was not

elgibre for appointeent to the post of Language pandit

(Tclugu). Mr. V.V.S. Rao, leamed S€nior Counsel appeeing

for the Respondent refened to c.O.Rt.No.556, Education

(SE.SER.I'ID DepaltE.nt dated 04.lo.2oo5 by which th€

Government peroitted the Director, School Education,

Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad to appoint ca.ndidates who have

a bachelort degre€ and a B.Ed. degrce &d have acquired a

single subject certficate in the relevant subject frorn Dr. B.R.

Ambedkar Open Universi.y. The said orders were made

applicable for DSC-2003 candidates only. He also refered to

a memo datd 24.O5.2OO4 oI the Govement of Andhra

Pradesh by which the Director of School Education,

Hydeabad was permitted to appoint gelected candidates of

DSC-2O03 who haw acqured singl€ subject (En8lish)

certificate for thc post of school Assistait (English) as per

thcir merit in the notifi€d vacancies. The learned Senior

Counsl submitted that the merDo dated O3.IO.2OO5 is not



applicable to fresh appointments as it' relates to

rationalisation of schools and transfer of teachds

?. We are of the opinion that tltc judgmot of the High

Court does not wdant interference Admittedly, the

Respondent possess€s BA $dth History, Economics and

Political Science and B.Ed with Telugu ed Social Studies as

methodolog subjects. He also possesses BA in Telusu

literature as a single subject from Dr. B R Ambedkar Open

University. The question that falls for our considetation is

whether the qualincation of BA Telugu literature as a single

subject lrom Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open Univetsitv can be

considered as equivalent to bachclor's degree with Telugu as

Inain subject. We are in agreem€nt with Mr. Rao that the

mdo dated 03.10.2005 is a clarification pertaining to

transfer of teacbers/officers and rationalisation of schools.

The directions given by the Govemment to the Director of

School Education which are refered to suP.a would cledlv

show that the degree issued by Dr. B R. Ambedkd OPen

University was considered to be equivalent to dv otber

degree in respect of a selection conducted in the vear 2003.

If the Govement has considered the deeree issued by the

Dr. B.R. Ajnbedkd Open University as equivalent to any

other desee for DSC-2003 and permitted appointment of-7



limilarty .ituatd pcr€mq th.rc i6 no r€alo'r why thc

Re€potrdcdt can bc said to bc in ligible- Thcr! is nothinA in

the Rulc! which Eal(€. a dcgrcc issucd b!, Dr. B.R

AEbedkar Open Univerlity which is recogniscd by thc

' Uaiv€Gity cr.nt3 CoEmillidr (UGC) froo bcing cqrlid€(€d

as equi€Lnt to any othcr dcgrc.

, l. For thc abovemcltiodad Easoos, thc Appeal is

dfumis.cd. No costs.
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